
 Mental Health Advisory Board UNAPPROVED Minutes 

Monday, May 16, 2022 ◊ 3:00pm-5:00pm 

 

Meeting Conducted Exclusively through Video 

Conference Meeting 

Alameda County 

Mental Health Advisory Board 

 

 

 

MHAB 
Members: 

☐ Lee Davis (Chair, District 5) 

☒ L.D. Louis (Vice Chair, District 4)

☐ Christina Aboud (District 1) 

☒ Thu Quach (District 2) 

 

☒ Grant Quinones (District 2) 

☐Warren Cushman (District 3) 

☒ Loren Farrar (District 3)                 

☐ Ashlee Jemmott (District 3) 

☒ Brian Bloom (District 4) 

☐ Anh Thu Bui (District 5)    

☒ Juliet Leftwich (District 5)                       

 

☒ Rebekah Kharrazi (BOS Rep) 

☒ Terry Land (District 1) 

 

ACBH Staff: 

☒ Dr. Karyn Tribble (ACBH Director); ☒ James Wagner (ACBH Deputy Director); ☒ Dainty Castro; ☒ Asia Jenkins; ☒ Tracy Hazelton 

(MHSA Division Director) 

 

Unexcused 
Absences: 

Ashlee Jemmott (District 3); Christina Aboud (District 1); Anh Thu Bui (District 5)    
 

Meeting called to order at 3:05 PM by Vice Chair L.D. Louis  

ITEM DISCUSSION DECISION/ACTION 

Roll Call / 
Introductions 

Roll Call completed. 
 

Approval of Minutes Minutes were approved unanimously with one correction regarding Rebekah Kharrazi’s 
attendance.  She was not present at the last meeting.  There was one abstention to the 
approval of the minutes. 
 

 

Continue MHAB 
Meetings by 
Teleconference 
Pursuant to AB361 

Due to the recent increase of new COVID cases, it is recommended that the MHAB 
meetings continue to be held virtually.  A vote was taken in favor which has unanimously 
passed.  MHAB meetings will remain in emergency status due to the pandemic and will 
continue to use the virtual platform for the June meeting. 
 

Meeting virtually for the next 
meeting. 

 

Chair’s Report Introduction of new MHAB Members:  New members were introduced:  
 
Grant Quinones (District 2) resides in Union City and a Bay Area native who got 
involved due to his own personal mental health issues. 
 
Terry Land (District 1) has a family member who has schizophrenia and is very 
passionate about mental health services and programs.   
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ITEM DISCUSSION DECISION/ACTION 

Vice-Chair Louis announced that a mid-year check-in is being planned.  This will be an 
opportunity for everyone to get to know each other, discuss plans and goals for the year, 
and receive input from everyone. 
 

Director’s Report   Dr. Tribble announced that Robert Farrow has joined as ACBH Training Officer.  Everyone 
will have the opportunity to meet him soon. 
 
Budget Revise:  Governor Newsom is looking at how these funds will be distributed and 
awarded.  All of the information is available on the website.  There is a substantial amount 
of surplus funds ($97B, of which $49B is for discretionary spending). 
 
Care Court:  The budget includes a “down payment” of funds for Care Court ($64.7M).  
None of this will be applied towards county behavioral health departments, but will be 
assigned to the Department of Aging, for Care Court supported programs, training and 
technical assistance, which amounts to approximately ($39.5M).     
 
Children and Youth:  Approximately $4B is being budgeted for Children and Youth 
behavioral health initiatives, including the areas of Wellness and Mindfulness programs 
($85M), Technology on Youth Mental Health ($75M), and Youth in Crisis ($50M).  Others 
include Youth Suicide, educational videos and resources, and helping to recruit youth to 
help support the process. 
 
The opioid class action suit was won by the State of California, and the settlement resulted 
in approximately $48.1M of settlement funds that the State will be distributing.  
Approximately $29M of that amount was added for SUD funding.   
 
A one-time workforce retention fund of approximately $933M will be used primarily for 
hospitals, skilled nursing facilities and acute psychiatric facilities.  In addition, 
approximately $2B was put towards homelessness, including Project Home Key.   
 
Locally, ACBH submitted their FY 22-23 MOE (Maintenance of Effort) proposed budget in 
February, 2022.  The budget totaled $629M.  There will be negotiations related to this 
amount.  Approximately $424M is allocated for CBOs.  This is about 70% of the total 
budget.  The County hopes to add another 15% to the budget to allocate contract 
augmentation.  However, this amount stills allows a budget gap of $49.1M across the 
county.  Department heads are encouraged to evaluate how their perspective budgets 
may be reduced.   
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ITEM DISCUSSION DECISION/ACTION 

Dr. Tribble stated that the funds have been allocated prior to the approval. Once the 
budget is approved, funds will be distributed.  In this case, it would be after the end of this 
fiscal year, but not until after the state budget is passed. As for specific programs, these 
allocations will also be awarded or amended after the state budget is approved.  It is not 
known yet if we would have to apply, or if the funds would be allocated directly. 
 
 

Committee Reports A.  Criminal Justice Committee:  Nothing new to report.  The last meeting was on April 
27, 2022.  Juan Taizan and Yvonne Jones were present and focused on Full Service 
Partnerships (FSP) in Alameda County.  Concern was raised that there wasn’t a thorough 
assessment of the actual needs in the County.  State bills and the possibility of the CJC 
making a recommendation to the full MHAB to submit a recommendation to the BOS to 
take a position in the FSP process will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 
B.  Children’s Advisory Committee:  The committee is still on hiatus until further notice. 

 
C.  Adult Committee: The next meeting is set for May 31, 2022 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
D.  MHSA Stakeholders Committee: Previous focus was primarily on the public comment 
period for the plan and where the plan was located.  We need a liaison to the QI 
Committee, as this position is now vacant.   There is also a Data Ad Hoc committee, 
comprised of Vice-Chair Louis, Brian Bloom and Julie Leftwich.   

 
E.  Quality Improvement Committee: Currently vacant.  Looking for someone to 
undertake this committee.   
 
Care First, Jails Last Task Force Update:  Brian Bloom reported that the next meeting 
will be Thursday, May 26, 2022.  This is designed primarily to look into ways to keep 
people out of jail. This is projected to be a 2-year program chaired by Dr. Tribble.  There 
will be more information to share after further interviews take place.  Reports will be made 
to the Board as the task force progresses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

MHSA Plan Update  Tracy Hazelton is one of the fifty-seven Facilitators/Administrators across the state for the 
Mental Health Services Act (MHSA).  Ms. Hazelton provided a public hearing presentation 
regarding the MHSA Plan Update for Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-2023.  Public comments were 
welcomed and received.   
 
A webinar has also been created to help serve as a guide on how to read the plan since 
it is lengthy, and the reader might get lost in all the information. The projected FY 22-23 
MHSA budget is approximately $150.6M, 24% of the overall ACBH budget.   
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ITEM DISCUSSION DECISION/ACTION 

In the past, many counties had to cut funds because it was not spent.  This was primarily 
because of staff reductions, and the lack of expense for the counties.  In the future, the 
hope and plan is to increase funding to the providers, but this is a major challenge based 
on the amount of funding actually received.  Currently, we are not in danger of reverting 
any unused funds.   
 
The suggestions below have also been provided in regard to board-and-care facilities: 
 
1) The County track and maintain a public facing dashboard with licensed board-and-care 
information;  
2) Mobile units for our activities and providing vocational training for connections to people 
at different board-and-care facilities;  
3) training programs for developing and training security personnel and first responders 
on mobile crisis units on best practices for de-escalating and gently subduing people in 
the state of psychosis; and  
4) Create a research body to gather and coordinate all crisis innovations in Alameda 
County to make sure they are communicating with each other and sharing best practices. 
 

Public Comment Public comment was given. 
 

 

Adjournment Adjourned at 5:03 p.m. 
 

 

 


